Day 8, 9 and 1 Offto LA and Hollywood

Well, this blog should have been done ages agoaftet getting back home other things took
priority.

Another beautiful California morning. We were all up and ready to begin our big adventure to
LA and Hollywod. | tried not to appear too excited but | was actually over the moon with
excitement about going to these two places.

We had about ¥zhours of driving
to get us to LAabout 62 miles.
The highways are crazy here. |
have been ta lot of places
aroundthe world, but | was not
prepared for this.

If you have a look at my photos
you will see a couple more
pictures of the mega highways.
This was not a busy time of the
day, but as the dagets later
these lanes are ek to back
traffic.

One thlng that reaywas fun to seavas the car vending machine kondtana.l kid you not!
Youpick out the one you want, pay
for it and it comes down an
elevator. What next Agreat way
to shop as long as people d@keep
changing their minds about the
color.

/,ry,

| had sen this the night we arrived
but didn®get a photo. Thisvas one
that | really wanted to takeand
sincewe couldr2stop on the
freewayl was lucky to get such a

' great shot.

The next neat bit of landscape was
Kellough H|llmost traffic reporters propdy describe Kellogg Hill as the actual hill that the San
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sure that | will either mis something or get it wrong.

Bernardino Freeway climbs
betweenwest Covina and the
Kellogg Interchangélhis hill is
often backed up dueto slow

trucks, especially otine

westbound side where there is no
additionaltruck lane.The crest of
the hill is near the Via Verde
onramp in San Ding

Sharon was a great tour guide and
she gave me so much interesting
information. | only wishhad
written the blog sooner as | am
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The next thing that
Sharon pointed out to
us was¥orest Lawn
Cemeteaye. A lot of
famouspeopleare
buried there. It would
have been nice to
stop and check iout
but we had &ull day
ahead of us, so off &
just enjoyed getting
the information.

One of the
peopleburied
in the
cemetery is
Michael
Jackson!Also,
Clark Cable;
Sammy Davis
Jr.,Grage Allen

and George Burns; Caedlombarde Debbie Reynolds, de Harlow; Jimmy Stewaityalt

Disney; Robert Youned Skelton and the list goes on.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Covina,_California

Lots of other interestig things to see along the
way. Some of my photos were taken, just
because | couldnd | found the subject matter
interesting. The picturebelow intrigued me

and | meant to ask Steve what it wakhere
were no other windmills around, so | hav@n
figured out why this onevas there.

It was a beautiful sunngtay, a great one to
travel on and see the sites but we also were
able to see the smokigzom the forest fires that
were all around us.

For the most part of ouholiday we dit®@see a
lot of smoke so | wasurprisedto see this.

lr This has certainly

been a bad year for
forest fires in
California Connor
was keeping us all
informed and | jus
carm®imagine how all
these people who
were displaced frm
their homes, or who
lost ther homes and
in a lot of cases all of
there lfe®@ memories must feel. My heart goes out to them all. Alsow have great respect
for all the firefighters who putheir lives at risk to help save ottse

We finally arrived in the area where Steve lives Alhambre d suburb of LANot too far from
where Steve works. Steve says he would rather live right in LA where all the atiivmeats

are off the radar in LA. Over the next two days | had a chance to see the condos and there are
some beautiful buildings in LA.

A lot of the homes in the areas that we visited have steel doors on them. | asked Steve about
crime rates and the neefibr the doors and heaid that originally the doors were for security,



but as neighbourhods became morgentrified, the doors were actually more asthetic. The
certainly were someépretty€ ones.

We picked up Steve from his apartnteand he gave us a bit of a driving tourl@f and
surroundings. One of the neat things wasseedGeneral Hospitalwhere all the filming was

done. There is still some filming on the top floor an@ellness Center of the bottom levels.

The community loves having the hospital there, so@ig Planning Committee has figure

out what to do with the building, some kind of adaptive reuse. Anyway it was exciting for me to
see thebuilding as | was a bigrfaof General Hspital.

One place that Steve thought | would love to see (and he wasadmvas Union Station. What
a magnificent building.

Sharon, Annabelle and | got out and went inside for a walk around. The marble floors, the old
chairs the original ticket area (now blocked gf§nd the people all scurrying for their trains. It
is nice to see histir buildings being used today and so well maintainédbved this stop.



This is the old ticket counter area
Look at the sime on the floor and
the beautifulwooden beamed
ceilings.

The old leather chairs with the
wooden frames.

Because | uslig am taking
the photos | am not often in
them. Sharon took this shot
of two pretty happy looking
ladies.
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Steve also pointed out the LA Flagus.

This flag was flown at the 1980
Olympia closing ceremony
because the President of the USA

. would na allow the US Flag to be
I flown. A little historyX

The1980 Summer Olympics
boycott was one part of a number
of actions initiated by the United
States to protest th&oviet
invasion of AfghanistaheSoviet
Union, which hosted thet980
Summer Gimpics and its allies
would laterboycott the 1984
Summer Olympic Los AngelesOn 26 January 198Canadian Prime Ministeloe
Clarkannounced that Canada, like the US, would boycott the Olympic Games if Soviet forces did
not leave Afghanistan by 20 February 1980

Because of the U.S. boycott, changes were madkedraditional elements of the closing
ceremonythat represent the handover to the host city tife next Stmmer Olympicsn Los
AngelesTheflag of the city of Los Angelesstead ofthe United States flagias raised, and

the Olympic Anthemnstead of thenational anthem of the United Stategas played. Tére was
also no "Antwerp Ceremony", where the ceremonial Olympic flag was transferred from the
Mayor of Moscow tolie Mayor of Los Angeles; instead the flag was kept by the Moscow city
authorities until 1984. Furthermore, there was no next host city préssgon.

OnwardX Steve drove us down ord the older strees of LA and pointed out some of the
historic buildings.l car2rememberthe names of all of them, but they were spectacular.

One interesting hilding was
King Edd® Saloon

The bardés motto 1
"Where nobody gives a
shit about your name 0

¢CKIFG [2a !''y3aStSaqQ K
Eddy Saloon has survived over

100 yeas is notable. That it

enduredsitting across the

street from the notorious Skid

Row in downtown L.A. downright badassMany feared gentrification would finally do the bar

in especially when, in 2012, was sold Fortunately, new ownersherishedi KS o NDa KAad
only restoringthe saloon and updating it to fit thehanging tastefor craft beer and cocktalils.
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What is now King Eddy Saloon was born in 1906 as a wateoile for the then higletlass King

Edward Hotel on E 5th Street. During Prohibition, King Bddped a speakeasy in its

basement whHe operating its upstairs as a piano store front. Repeal Day 1933 was its official
christening as the King Eddje bar maintained successintil[ ®! ®Q& wSR /I NJ St SO
system died out. But King Eddy continued to serve through it all, &#obetadeslong
YSAIKO2NK22R RNHZA SLIARSYAO (2 G2RI&@UA AYyQOlaArz
Row.

The Rsslyn Hotel was anothehistoric landmark
that Steve pointed outAt one time it was the
largest hotel on the Pacific Coast, with 1,100
rooms and 800 bath$main buildng & annex)

The sign on the roof is in the shape of a heart as it
wasbuilt, owned aml operatedby thed | 1€ NJi
brothers

A lot of the old buildings in the areaeagetting
face lifts. They lok very nice, but aSteve says,
no matter where they are located in LA, they are
very expensive.




Clifton's Cafeter, once part of a chainfo
eight Clifton's restaurants, is the oldest
survivingcafeteria style eatery in Los

Angelall and the largest public cafeteria in
the world.

There iqyuite a story about théCliftore Chain
of restaurants on the internet. It is said that

he would never turn away anyone who was
hungry.

| B The father and mother retired and left the
| L BB R B restaurants to beir children. Looks like this
| L FTONY EmeerE one is up for sanow

T HISTOR®

Good info to read

o
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clifton%27s Cafeteria

We also had a drive along tld8unset Blvd That was a neatxperience as well. Not what |
had ervisioned. | &ep thirking of olddHollywood things.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cafeteria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clifton%27s_Cafeteria#cite_note-OLD1-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clifton%27s_Cafeteria

If you have a look at my photos of today you will see lots of beautiful architecture, buildings
that have ben preseved and those that have beerenovated It was a great introduction to

LA.

We parked the car very close to the Biltmore, and our first excursion was to theDigaky
Concert Centrat the Music HallWhat animpressive looking building.

| was also verimpressed withiThe Broad Art Museumbuilding Steve said that when Avery
visited him they spenhours in there.
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As we were walking along the street | noticed one ofdbkss faced buildings (very modey
reflecting an older building It was reallyeat.
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Another neat thing Steve pdied out was the News building that was used as the i the
oSupemanrg Movie.
It was such a hot day, and | think just about this

time we were all getting a little hungry and
dehydrated.

Steve had a great place to take us for lunch.
6Something for Evgonet he said.

But first we had to hydrate Annabelle.

To get to the restaurant we had to take the
Angeld Flight Railway.It was locéed on
Bunke® Hill and was originally used to get theealthye down to the city centre.
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It was a lot of fun goig on the
caramé. When another tram
started coming up from the
bottom as we were going down
to the bottom Iwas sure we
were going to crash.

The cars were so-o close
together.

Let@ say it was a short and
thrilling ride down Bunker Hill.
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Steve, Sharoand Annalkelle were all very
patient as | took hundreds of pictures. | am
putting links on my website for all the
pictures that were taken on that day. Do
have a lookthere are some nice ones
there. www kjritceynews.ca

Our destination for lunch was at the Grand
Central Market. We walked all around the
market to see what was beindfered not
onlyfor food but food staples eg. veggies,
cheese, freshly butchered on the site meat,
fish, crafts and the list goesno

It was a wonderful experience and |
thoroughly loved it.

| found an oyster bar and though it was a bit
pricey, itwas delicious so | didcare.

My thirst/dehydration wasassuagedavith a
glass on deliciously cold wine. | was even
able tocoercemy newfriend Sharon to join
me. Love of wine, another thing we have
in common.


http://www.kjritceynews.ca/
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When we werewvalking around the market | saw the mastrediblyneon wall. 1 just had to get
a photo to show Kevin. | had taken several shots, but after luncloShaok one of me in
front of the wall.

e D
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After we left the market we visited the 8dbury Building which is the oldest commercial
building remaining in theentralcity one of LA unique treaswss. This building is oftenited
out for movies and somef the movies that were actually filmed there were:

Bosch (2014) ...

Blade Runner (1982) ...
Chinatown (1974) ...

500 Days of Summer (2009) .
The Artist (1) (2011) ...

Pay It Forward (2000) ...
Lethal Weapon 4 (1998) ...
The Outer Limits (1963965)
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The interior was beautiful, all wooden and metal. Tleeen have a fully operatin@zage

elevatok.

As we were leaving the Bradbury building via a side door | saw this anmaaiatjof Anthony

Quinn. Impressive

As you can see by the buildingsthe background, this
mural was like an entire building side large.

| believe Steve said it was a repaint job, but not sure.

Loved thestreet lighs. LA is famous for the hundreds
of street lights it has, and they actually have a museum
showcasing them.

Thisone is from the Union Met@ Pacific LineThe

O2 YLJ y & Qa hadlorger reh®s ahd\jefvélke
cabochons around the colland was a verpopular
design It colonized old Bunker Hill (before it was
bulldozed into oblivion), portions of Koreatown
Westlake, and Bo-Robertson, as well as coastal cities
from San Diego to Portland



Steve drove us through China
Town, and if was a very vibrant
area.

Lots of shps, restaurants and a
little run down, but lots of history
and cultual experiences | arsure.

| wanted a great photo of Sunset
Srip so here it isDidn@locate 77
Sunset Street though. Efram
Zimbalist Jris long gone

TheSunset Stp. Sunset

Boulevad isfamous, but the best

i T el known portion of theboulevard is the mile and a half stretch

&" " i ;\“ of Sunse between Hollywood and Beverly Hills that has been
" dubbed "TheSunset Stp."
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This has been an amag day. There wasta moment that we did@fill with something
interest and or exciting.

One highlight was Echo Park. Beautiful, peacefudins on the lake, Swan steppaddle
boards ducks, families playirgndtent people.

ECHO PARK
Queleomes You . . -

OF LOS ANGELES - RECREATION & PARXS OEPARTMENT

eny
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It was a very hot afternoonWe
were all hoping the wind would
blow some of the spray back onto
us to cool us down.

Steve elected to stay in the car
while we do a wik around. He
was very smart to do that.

He was nursing very bad cold,
and | know how difficult it was for
him to be our guiddeeling the
way he did.

Lots of families were enjoying the

park,especially the floating swans.

This duck and a millioothers wereenjoying

the cool water. This duck hale most beautiful colours. @idn@resist taking a photo.
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The lily pads on the lake were just coming intGye
flower and they were so beautiful. It covered %
this pond like a blanket.

The lotus blooms werall finished,for the
seasonput the end of the lake waslll of the
plants, waiting for next season to start over
again.

This is all we got to see.

As | mentimed earlier, the tent people were
there, and there were lots of them.

There was a bealitil
sculptureat the parkthat
caught my eye, and my lens.
The title isSQueen of the
Angelg, but most people
referto the statue as the
dlady of the Laké

: ‘;e/f/ & itis al4-foot-high cast stone

statuethat was given as a gift to the city of Los Angeles irb19:
by the salpture, Ada May Sharpless.
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We were readya call it a day,

but first Steve tookne to get

a photo of the famou&oute

66. | had seen the sign on the
way eatlier in the day but
wasmRable to get a photo.

As we wee driving to the
Biltmore Ispotted this
buildingin an alley between
two modern buildings. Just
loved the look of it Another
makeover of a historic building.

Sharon had booked us into the Miligium Biltmore Another

highlight of the trip. Steve filled us in on the history dig hotel.|t

has hosted some of the most influential meetings and events.$
KAaG2NBESE FNRY ! OFRSY& ! g1 NRa OSNBY:
Democratic National ConventioDuring the Academy's early years,

the Biltmore Bowl at the Millennium Biltmore wathe site of eight

Oscar ceremonies: 1931, 1939, and 19442

The Heel will oon be celebratingt@ 100-yearanniversary ands consideredhe grand dame
of downtownLAandthe ared3 most historic
hotel. The lobby alone was impressive, and the
restof the hotel did not disappaoi us either.

The hallways were even impressive.




Sharon upgraded our room to a suite as Steve really was noanelshe felt that the ste
would offer everyone a better nigl& sleep. Our suite was beautiiid huge. A formal dining
room complete with chandelier, large living roamith a very comfortable pull out sofa,veery
large bedroom lIfelt like one of thedspeciat people.

We decided to have a bit of a sit down as it had been a very busy, fun filled dayeamdre all
alittle tired. Steve really needed twave some sleep and take somdrugs so we decided to
headdown and have a tour of the hotell was very impressed with one area in particular.

Alongone hallway the walls were all of pictures of theatlemy Award Ceremonie$?hotos of
Henry Fonda, Shirlekemple, Cary Grant, Cecil B DeMillEhese two photos showavery
young Henry Fondandan even younge$hirley Templaccepting her Oscak really enjoyed
looking at all the old pictures. Mum drl were movie watchers, arlccould ecognize a lot of
the stars in the shotd.particulaly liked these two.

Becaise Sharon wgraded we were entitled to use the
Club bunge. Another bonus for us. Happy hour wds a
5 soafter our tour we decidedd head todThe Club. It
was a lovey room which cozy tables for people to sit and
enjoy a predinner drink, or a Happy Hour. Lots of wine
and some beergnd tons of food. We enjoyed some
tasty tidbits and lots of wine. The Biltmore is indeed a
classyhotel.
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Sharon texted Steve tet him know where we were and he joined us around 5:30ish. Because
of all the food we had eaten we decided that we diziteed to go out to dinner. We thought

we would give Steve the night to rest, but he had other ideAsd laying in bed tonightatas

glad that he had. He took us to an amaaihgt spot. éSeven Grandl

In 2007, Seven Grand made its debatito many, signked the rebirth of great cocktails in Los

Angeles. Thavhiskey bar features one of the largestiections of premium whiskeys in the

West, with bottles displayed in vintage cases fromthe cusB® 3 A Iy SR o0dzAf RAy 3Qa
proprietors, Brock& Co. Jewelry Emporiung much history here. We were there for several

hours and several cocktailEhoughthis next paragraph would interest Kevin.

Hand-crafted cocktails, statef-the-art beverage delivery systems, live music, pool tables and
private party areas, Seven Grand is home to the-pepular Whiskey Society; a unique
membership program providinguests tle opportunity to further explore the spirit via
education and experimentation with comprehensive tastings featuring Master Distillers,
International Brand Ambassadors, and notable members of the liquor industry.

In 2014, tucked behind Seven Grdd@lA, Bar Jackalope, an eighteseat Japanese whiskey
bar, opened to immediate acclaim; the intimate bar boasts over 120 varieties of whiskeys,
including rare international and domestic varieties.

After a couple of hours at the
Seven Gnad magnificent lar ¢ we
went into the back to experience
the Bar Jackalope.

This was my first try at a Whiskey
Sour. It was made witbginger
beer and would be a very
dangerous drink. So good. | want
to make one when get home. |
guess | wilhave to use a cheap
whiskey from Kevi® collection.

‘ Annabelle, Sharon and | stayed at
: the main bar for quite avhile.
Steve had disappeared but we later found him in the biatke¢ area. The picture below is
just the tip of the iceberg as fas whiskies goes in this place. It was twice as long again as this
photo.
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We joined Steve in the Japanese Bar and enjoyed a couple more
drinks back there. The bar tender and waitress there were a riot.
They showed us a good time ti&for sire. Didlike the bill at

the end of this night, but oh my I had fun. As | always say you
cam@take it with you as there are no pocleein shrouds.

Money, well spent. Thank you, thank you Steve.

Four very tired people rolled out of thahot spo€ and all | could
think about was finding my bed and sleeping. | did find a very
comfortable place to rest my weary bones, but seeing what
happened to the last pson who sat there | opted for The
Biltmore.



